From Carlisle News and Star
Lockerbie bomber claims legal victory

By Staff Reporter 

Last updated 12:51, Thursday, 16 October 2008 

The man convicted of the Lockerbie bombing almost 20 years ago has won a key legal victory in his bid to get his conviction overturned.

Judges have ruled that Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi’s appeal will now be able to have a wide-ranging focus, looking at all the issues that his lawyers believe could clear his name.

The Crown had opposed the move, arguing that it would be “absurd”, “illogical” and incompetent in law for Al Megrahi to be granted a hearing with such a broad focus.

But at the Court of Criminal Appeal in Edinburgh, judges rejected the Crown’s position.

Lord Hamilton, sitting with Lords Kingarth and Eassie, said the court “holds that Al Megrahi is entitled to have his stated grounds of appeal decided by the court on their respective merits”.

The Libyan’s lawyer welcomed the “important victory” for his client.

Solicitor Tony Kelly said afterwards: “It is a complete victory for the appellant’s position before the court and a complete rejection of the Crown’s argument.

“The Crown employed lots of resources to try to restrict the court and they have been stopped in their tracks.”

The legal development has come just a few months before the 20th anniversary of the tragedy, which caused the single biggest loss of life in a terrorist incident on UK soil.

There is likely to be huge media interest in the anniversary and events to commemorate the tragedy, which claimed the lives 270 people when Pan Am Flight 103 was blown from the sky above Lockerbie.

Exactly 10 years after the bombing, up to 600 people packed the town’s Dryfesdale parish church and others watched the service via a video link across the road in the parish hall.

Tony Blair, then the Prime Minister, sent a message of appreciation, saying to those at the ceremony: “You can be proud of the comfort and help you offered to the grieving relatives from within and beyond our community.”

US president Bill Clinton echoed that sentiment, telling Lockerbie residents that they had turned sorrow into “a source of strength for all who stand against terror”.

It will be 20 years to the day on December 21 since the Lockerbie disaster.

