The only difference seems to be that this time it's the Froeign Secretary (Miliband) signing, instead of the Home Secretary as in 1990.
...............................................  
Sent to the HERALD newspaper.
 
Sir,
 
Now that the Westminster Government has decided to intervene through the Advocate General, in the processes of Scottish justice in the Lockerbie case, it may be worth considering whether HMG may have interfered previously.
 
From October 1990 till February 1991, a Fatal Accident Inquiry was held at Dumfries. The late Sheriff Principal Mowat, in charge, described one of the limitations of the FAI:-
"It is generaly recognised that (an FAI) is not the proper forum for the determination of questions of criminal or civil liability. The reasons for this are clear. In a criminal case or a civil action based on delict, the accused or the defender is given full notice of the allegations.......he is entitled to hear all the evidence against him".
 
The HERALD quoted Menzies Campbell QC MP (now Sir)  speaking of FAIs as:
'Inappropriate for the kind of investigation required in this (the Lockerbie) case....What is required is a full scale judicial inquiry by a judge of the Court of Session, such as the Cullen inquiry.'
 
On top of this we, the relatives, naively accepted representation by QCs at the FAI appointed and paid by the Department of Transport, which beyond a doubt could be considered a Department which might be seen as having been deficient in its response to the terror threats of the time.
 
It was not until the Zeist hearings that we became aware that there had been an uninvestigated break-in to the supposedly secure Heathrow, the very night before Lockerbie, and that Heathrow's baggage handler on the night of the atrocity had actually seen an unchecked bag in the very spot in the PanAm 103 luggage container which the Department's Air Accident Investigation Branch had designated as the seat of the explosion, and at a time when the connecting flight from Frankfurt had not even landed at Heathrow.
 
The FAI was instructed by the Sheriff Principal to accept that the device had arrived that night from Frankfurt. That may have been a disastrous mistake.
 
To quote the late David Rollo (for 12 years honorary treasurer of the SNP) from his pamphlet 'Lockerbie a 'bum rap'":
 
'In May 1996 Lord James Douglas Hamilton, in a written reply to Sam Galbraith stated:-
"The then Secretary of State (for Transport) had issued five Public Interest Immunity(PIIs) certificates which dealt with Aviation Security matters.....and the content of confidential communications from other Governments and that the then Home Secretary had signed a certificate concerning national security'.
 
We need a full and comprehensive inquiry, and the sooner the better; nearly 20 years is simply too long.
 
Dr Jim Swire.          Rowans Corner, Calf Lane, Chipping Campden, Glos GL55 6JQ
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Sir,

 

Now that the Westminster Government has decided to intervene through the Advocate General, in the processess of Scottish justice in the Lockerbie case, it may be worth considering whether HMG may have interfered previously.

 

From October 1990 till February 1991, a Fatal Accident Inquiry was held at Dumfries. The late Sheriff Principal Mowat, in charge, described one of the limitations of the FAI:-

"It is generaly recognised that (an FAI) is not the proper forum for the determination of questions of criminal or civil liability. The reasons for this are clear. In a criminal case or a civil action based on delict, the accused or the defender is given full notice of the allegations.......he is entitled to hear all the evidence against him".
 

The HERALD quoted Menzies Campbell QC MP (now Sir)  speaking of FAIs as:

'Inappropriate for the kind of investigation required in this (the Lockerbie) case....What is required is a full scale judicial inquiry by a judge of the Court of Session, such as the Cullen inquiry.'
 

On top of this we, the relatives, naively accepted representation by QCs at the FAI appointed and paid by the Department of Transport, which beyond a doubt could be considered a Department which might be seen as having been deficient in its response to the terror threats of the time.

 

It was not until the Zeist hearings that we became aware that there had been an uninvestigated break-in to the supposedly secure Heathrow, the very night before Lockerbie, and that Heathrow's baggage handler on the night of the atrocity had actually seen an unchecked bag in the very spot in the PanAm 103 luggage container which the Department's Air Accident Investigation Branch had designated as the seat of the explosion, and at a time when the connecting flight from Frankfurt had not even landed at Heathrow.

 

The FAI was instructed by the Sheriff Principal to accept that the device had arrived that night from Frankfurt. That may have been a disastrous mistake.

 

To quote the late David Rollo (for 12 years honorary treasurer of the SNP) from his pamphlet 'Lockerbie a 'bum rap'":
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"The then Secretary of State (for Transport) had issued five Public Interest Immunity(PIIs) certificates which dealt with Aviation Security matters.....and the content of confidential communications from other Governments and that the then Home Secretary had signed a certificate concerning national security'.
 

We need a full and comprehensive inquiry, and the sooner the better; nearly 20 years is simply too long.
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