To: Editor, Press and Journal, Aberdeen.    8th January 2008
 

Dear Editor,

 

A friend has passed me a two page document labelled: 

 

'Column: Press and Journal Dec 08'.

 

It refers extensively to comments made by Lord Fraser of Carmyllie concerning myself and the so called 'Stockholm syndrome' in relation to the Lockerbie disaster in which my daughter, Flora was murdered.

 

If this is indeed your piece then please relax, because this is by no means intended as a criticism of the article, though I tend to regard Lord Fraser as a relatively harmless old gaffer who I do not personally wish to attack in the media.

 

The article was in fact embarrassingly flattering to me, for which of course I'm grateful. There has been appalling hate-mail at times over the past 20 years, though almost all of that has come from the USA.

 

Anyway the purpose of writing to you is really to ask whether you would be interested in carrying a short article either from myself or done by one of your reporters. It could cover any aspect of interest to your readers, but you will have guessed that I am after something in return.

 

I do not believe that Baset Al-Megrahi is guilty. 

 

At the same time I do believe, having been to see him, that he is terminally ill with metastasized prostatic cancer and has but months to live.

 

His request for interim release made to their Lordships of the High Court was recently rejected. I feel that it amounts to cruel and inhumane treatment to keep him in prison, when his loving family are only entitled to 1/2 hours a week visiting time. I also feel sure as a doctor that the added stress will shorten his survival.

 

Their Lordships said that he was not 'a flight risk' (ie wouldn't run away if freed).

 

He can still apply for compassionate release because he is dying, but granting that depends upon the politicians at Holyrood (Kenny MacAskill and Alex Salmond). Their decision in turn may depend upon Scottish public opinion.

 

I am a signatory to 'JFM' - Justice for Megrahi - which seeks his return to his family (in Scotland) as soon as possible, pending his appeal against conviction, which should start this year.

 

If you go to www.justiceformegrahi.com you will see the aims of the group set out and access to a petition.

 

We now seek to publicise this campaign and would greatly appreciate the chance to put it before your readers.

 

If you wish I can give you some persuasive reasons why those readers might at least become  doubtful about the verdict against him, although it is not part of 'JFM's' remit to interfere in the processes of the courts.

 

Suffice it for now to say that the SCCRC after 3 years of thought said that the trial in Holland might have been unsafe.

 

By the way I was brought up in Skye, and the family friendly Press and Journal was often in the house. I have to admit that I remember the Broons and Oor Wullie more vividly still!

 

Best wishes,

 

Jim Swire. Father of Flora, murdered at Lockerbie.

